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July 16, 2010

Pamela S. Innis,

Topockl Project Manager

U.S. Department of the Interior

Office of Environmental Policy and Compliance
P.O. Box 25007 (D-108)

Denver, CO 80225-0007

Subject: Review of “Groundwater Proposed Plan, Pacific Gas and Electric Company, Topock
Compressor Station, Needles, California, June 4, 2010,” by U.S. Department of the Interior

We hereby submit the following comments to the above referenced subject:

While the Hualapai Tribe believe that the water should be kept clean, we also believe that there
should be an emphasis on protection of cultural resources. The Department of the Interior
(DOI) Proposed Plan seems to put a greater emphasis on cleaning up the groundwater. The
Proposed Plan does not mention that the DOI owns almost all of the land surrounding the
Topock Compressor Station, and the plume is mostly under DOI land. You would think the DOI
would be most concerned about protection of natural and cultural resources; however, there
appears to be a tacit acceptance by the DOI that damages will be done to cultural resources.

The Hualapai Tribe believe that the plants are sacred. Willows are still used as materials for
basket making by members of the Hualapai Tribe, where willow shoots are split with the teeth.
In the DOI Proposed Plan (p. 6): “...there are no ecological receptors currently at risk of adverse
effects.” Have plants been sampled and analyzed for chromium-6? Has the DOI considered
plants as a potential contaminant pathway? Do the willows at Topock contain chromium-6?

The organic layer next to the river has been converting chromium-6 to chromium-3 in a natural
manner. As part of the preferred Alternative E, many wells will be poked through this natural
organic layer. What if these wells upset the natural balance of the organic layer? If the



chromium-6 needs to be pumped away from the Colorado River, the wells should be further
away from the river so that the organic layer is not disrupted.

The Proposed Plan says that “byproducts are expected from the in-situ treatment.” What are
these byproducts? Are the byproducts just as toxic and carcinogenic as chromium-6? Will the
plants take up these byproducts? Will these byproducts discharge to the river?

The Hualapai Tribe believe that the land should be returned to its original condition after the
work has been completed. However, there is no mention of restoration or how they would
properly abandon the huge number of wells at the site (up to 300 wells). All of the activities at
the Topock site—wells, buried pipes, and roads—have taken place in an area that is sacred to
us. What would you say if we drilled a bunch of wells next to your grandmother’s grave? You
would not be happy either. The least we can do is look into the future, and describe what the
site will look like to our grandchildren.

In the discussion about institutional controls, how will institutional controls affect the Tribes?
The Hualapai Tribe is a sovereign government. Rather than “engaging in conversation with the
tribes,” there should be government to government relations with the Tribes. We have a lot of
experience in government to government decision making, and could offer our expertise.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment, if you have any questions or concerns, please call
me at the above number or contact Ms. Loretta Jackson-Kelly, Director of the Department of
Cultural Resources @ (928) 769-2223.

Sincerely,

oA .,

< L 0a biden. G0
Wilfred Whatoname, SR.
Chairman, Hualapai Tribal Council



